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UPCOMING EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

READ MORE (P.6)
A lot is happening in our community this August. Check
out events and opportunities happening across the city. 

READ MORE (P.4)
Gaston County high school students can apply for an
exciting international exchange opportunity

READ MORE (PG. 2)

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT
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DON’T MISS THE A.C.E.
NEIGHBORHOOD LEADER

FORUM

Join fellow neighborhood leaders on September 12 for a
day of learning, sharing ideas, and building stronger
connections across our communities. RSVP today!

SISTER CITIES
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
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BUILDING STRONGER
NEIGHBORHOODS

Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 12, and join us for the first-ever A.C.E.
Neighborhood Leader Forum at the Main Library from10:00AM to 2:00PM! This four-hour
workshop will bring leaders from our recognized communities together to connect, share
ideas, and learn from one another.

The forum will include presentations and discussions with City representatives to cover
commonly asked questions, helpful City resources, neighborhood engagement, and other
topics that can help you strengthen your community.

This is a great opportunity to meet other neighborhood leaders, exchange ideas, ask
questions, and build connections across Gastonia. Our goal is simple: Building stronger and
more connected neighborhoods together.

We hope every A.C.E. Recognized Community will have a representative join us! Please RSVP
to reserve your spot: https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF  

We look forward to seeing you there!

https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF
https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF
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DO YOU HAVE A 
WORKING SMOKE ALARM?

Having a working smoke alarm in your home is one of the easiest ways to help
protect your family. If you live within the Gastonia city limits, own your home,
and do not have a smoke alarm, you may be eligible for a free smoke alarm and
installation through the City’s program.

Getting one is simple! Submit a smoke alarm request form, and a member of
the Fire Department will contact you to schedule a convenient time to visit your
home and install the alarm. There is no cost for the smoke alarm or installation.

Don't have access to a computer? No problem! Call 704-866-6807 during
regular business hours. Be ready to provide your name, address, and phone
number.

If you live elsewhere in Gaston County, call 704-866-3350 to learn about
available resources. Renters should contact their landlord, as landlords are
responsible for providing properly operating smoke alarms.

Remember to test your smoke alarms regularly and replace batteries as
recommended. A working smoke alarm can save lives!

https://gastonianc.forms.govos.com/ng/fa/8x5wwbjlg2fd


4

 SISTER CITIES APPLICATIONS 
ARE NOW OPEN 

High school students in Gaston County have an exciting opportunity to experience another culture, make
lifelong connections, and represent Gastonia as a Sister Cities Student Ambassador.

The program is open to students in 9th, 10th, and 11th grades, with preference given to 10th and 11th
graders. Approximately 20 students are selected each year, with 10 students participating in each
international exchange.

Selected students will take part in spring cultural preparation classes before traveling abroad for
approximately two weeks, where they will live with a carefully selected host family and experience the
culture firsthand. Students will also have the opportunity to welcome their exchange partner to Gastonia
and share their own community and culture.

The application includes an online student application, essay questions, and a competitive interview
process. Students are encouraged to review the essay prompts before applying.
Complete the student application and don't miss this opportunity to learn, explore, and become a global
ambassador for Gastonia!

https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/fa/SisterCitiesOnlineApplication
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If you mail your City of Gastonia utility payment, please be sure to use the updated mailing
address:

PO Box 1748
Gastonia, NC 28053-1748

The previous bill payment vendor will stop accepting payments after July 31, 2026, so now is a
good time to update any bill pay settings, address books, or recurring payment information.

For added convenience, 24-hour payment drop boxes are available behind the Garland Business
Center on York Street and outside Cramerton Town Hall. Payments placed in these boxes must
be made by check or money order. Please include the payment remittance portion of your bill
and make sure your name, address, and account number are included on the payment.Please
check the posted cutoff times at each drop box for same-day processing.
Thank you for helping ensure your utility payments reach the correct location and are
processed without delay!

UTILITY PAYMENT
ADDRESS UPDATE



JOIN THE GREAT SOUTHEAST
POLLINATOR CENSUS 
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The Great Southeast Pollinator Census is an annual community science project that invites
people of all ages to spend just 15 minutes observing and counting pollinators visiting
flowering plants. Whether you spot bees in your backyard, butterflies in a community garden,
or other pollinators at a local park, every count helps researchers better understand pollinator
populations across the Southeast.

Master Gardener Volunteers will be at the Gastonia Farmers Market on August 15 and August
22 with count sheets, educational materials, and pollinator-themed goodies. Stop by to learn
more and pick up everything you need to participate.

Can't make it to the market? You can join from your own backyard! Grab your family, spend
15 minutes observing, and be part of this fun community science project.

 Get started with these helpful resources:
• Counting Sheet – English
• Counting Sheet – Spanish
• NC Counting & Insect Identification Guide 

https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Counting-Sheet.pdf
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Spanish-Count-Sheet.pdf
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/Great-Southeast-Pollinator-Census-Guide-3.pdf
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1 6UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM

FREE TUESDAYS
2026 SCHEDULE

August 11
September 8

October 13
November 10
December 8
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 10 AM - 4 PM
Celebrate the wild and wonderful world of insects, arachnids, and every

bug in between! Meet fascinating creepy crawlies, chat with bug experts,
and enjoy bug-themed games and activities. 
Discounted advance tickets available online

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 10 AM OR 11 AM
Hear thrilling stories and dive into experiments that bubble, fizz, and

sometimes ERUPT in messy, explosive fun. 
$3 with the purchase of museum admission   

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM

https://www.schielemuseum.org/bug-day/
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