Edition #53 August 2026

> NEWSLETTER <«

ALLIANGE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT

( i‘ASTONIAC

Great Place. Great People. Great Promise.

; >>> READ MORE (PG. 2)
DON T "Iss THE A'C°E' Join fellow neighborhood leaders on September 12 for a

NEIGHBORHOOD LEADER day of learning, sharing ideas, and building stronger

FORUM connections across our communities. RSVP today!

READ MORE (P.4) <<<
(P-4) SISTER CITIES
Gaston County high school students can apply for an APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

exciting international exchange opportunity

A R > READ MORE (P.6)
OPPORTUNITIES A lot is happening in our community this August. Check

out events and opportunities happening across the city.




BUILDING STRONGER =

s NEIGHBORHOQDS e

S

Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 12, and join us for the first-ever A.C.E.
Neighborhood Leader Forum at the Main Library from10:00AM to 2:00PM! This four-hour
workshop will bring leaders from our recognized communities together to connect, share
ideas, and learn from one another.

The forum will include presentations and discussions with City representatives to cover
commonly asked questions, helpful City resources, neighborhood engagement, and other
topics that can help you strengthen your community.

This is a great opportunity to meet other neighborhood leaders, exchange ideas, ask
questions, and build connections across Gastonia. Our goal is simple: Building stronger and
more connected neighborhoods together.

We hope every A.C.E. Recognized Community will have a representative join us! Please RSVP
to reserve your spot: https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF

We look forward to seeing you there!

>>>


https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF
https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF

DOYOUHAVER =
s WORKING SMOKE ALARM? =e

Having a working smoke alarm in your home is one of the easiest ways to help
protect your family. If you live within the Gastonia city limits, own your home,
and do not have a smoke alarm, you may be eligible for a free smoke alarm and
installation through the City’s program.

Getting one is simple! Submit a smoke alarm request form, and a member of
the Fire Department will contact you to schedule a convenient time to visit your
home and install the alarm. There is no cost for the smoke alarm or installation.

Don't have access to a computer? No problem! Call 704-866-6807 during
regular business hours. Be ready to provide your name, address, and phone
number.

If you live elsewhere in Gaston County, call 704-866-3350 to learn about
available resources. Renters should contact their landlord, as landlords are
responsible for providing properly operating smoke alarms.

Remember to test your smoke alarms regularly and replace batteries as
recommended. A working smoke alarm can save lives!

>>>


https://gastonianc.forms.govos.com/ng/fa/8x5wwbjlg2fd

c
SISTER GITIES APPLIGATIONS

ARE NOW OPEN

High school students in Gaston County have an exciting opportunity to experience another culture, make
lifelong connections, and represent Gastonia as a Sister Cities Student Ambassador.

The program is open to students in 9th, 10th, and 11th grades, with preference given to 10th and 11th
graders. Approximately 20 students are selected each year, with 10 students participating in each
international exchange.

Selected students will take part in spring cultural preparation classes before traveling abroad for
approximately two weeks, where they will live with a carefully selected host family and experience the
culture firsthand. Students will also have the opportunity to welcome their exchange partner to Gastonia
and share their own community and culture.

The application includes an online student application, essay questions, and a competitive interview
process. Students are encouraged to review the essay prompts before applying.

Complete the student application and don't miss this opportunity to learn, explore, and become a global
ambassador for Gastonia!

Dreaming of adventure?
dewninél )

>>>



https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/fa/SisterCitiesOnlineApplication

. IMPORTANT

city OF L] L
Aassicin  Mailing Your
—— UTILITIE TR
= | Utility Payment?
\ "..*:I I';_‘I‘E!T-‘E_IH } Please tisa t!‘:? UPddaJEds =
L= B0 Box 1748 |

Gastonia, NC 28053-1748
Old bill payment
Aaddms service ends
I > July 31, 2026

0 Update bill pay settings The updated mailing address
@E is listed on your utility bill
and on the City"s website.

@ update address books
Q Update recurring payment information

@ HELP AVOID ‘ @ MORE INFORMATION
PAYMENT DELAYS

QG I_-;H-] ‘ONI Visit: gastonianc.gov/payment-options-terms/payment-options

If you mail your City of Gastonia utility payment, please be sure to use the updated mailing
address:

PO Box 1748
Gastonia, NC 28053-1748

The previous bill payment vendor will stop accepting payments after July 31, 2026, so now is a
good time to update any bill pay settings, address books, or recurring payment information.

For added convenience, 24-hour payment drop boxes are available behind the Garland Business
Center on York Street and outside Cramerton Town Hall. Payments placed in these boxes must
be made by check or money order. Please include the payment remittance portion of your bill
and make sure your name, address, and account number are included on the payment.Please
check the posted cutoff times at each drop box for same-day processing.

Thank you for helping ensure your utility payments reach the correct location and are
processed without delay!

>>>



JOIN THE GREAT SOUTHEAST
POLLINATOR GENSUS

~ GREAT SOUTHEAST |
5 Pollinator Census '

= e August 21and August 22, 2026 * -

t
Eﬂl';i:::ﬁ Learn more at
< poli https: Hgn ncsu. EdUIESEP’:'"“EJ

mity!
in their Commy 0"
i \\l NC ExTension K

The Great Southeast Pollinator Census is an annual community science project that invites
people of all ages to spend just 15 minutes observing and counting pollinators visiting
flowering plants. Whether you spot bees in your backyard, butterflies in a community garden,

or other pollinators at a local park, every count helps researchers better understand pollinator
populations across the Southeast.

Master Gardener Volunteers will be at the Gastonia Farmers Market on August 15 and August
22 with count sheets, educational materials, and pollinator-themed goodies. Stop by to learn
more and pick up everything you need to participate.

Can't make it to the market? You can join from your own backyard! Grab your family, spend
15 minutes observing, and be part of this fun community science project.

Get started with these helpful resources:

e Counting_Sheet - English

e Counting_Sheet — Spanish

¢ NC Counting_& Insect Identification Guide



https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Counting-Sheet.pdf
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Spanish-Count-Sheet.pdf
https://gsepc.org/wp-content/uploads/Great-Southeast-Pollinator-Census-Guide-3.pdf

UPGOMING EVENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES
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UPGOMING EVENTS AND c
OPPORTUNITIES

!

HOMEBUYER EDUCATION CLASS

Thinking about buying your first home? This class will guide you through the ins and out
of the homebuying process .

" T

Saturday,
August 8th, 2026

Check-in at8:15AM
Program 8:30AM- 1:30PM

1300 N Broad St.
Gastonia, NC 28054

Q Financing/mortage options

For more info:
Q Credit and budget education

° Insurance basics o 704-854-6602

0 Insights from a local Realtor )
Lauretta.Gordon@gastonianc.gov




UPCOMING EVENTS AND BN
OPPORTUNITIES

Gastonia Parks & Rec

VOLUNTEERS

We are partnering with the US Soccer Foundation and the National Recreation
& Park Association to offer online training for youth sports coaches. Free
training that applies to all sports and supports your local community.

WE NEED 100:

Mentors

Volunteers

Zaty HTTPS:/[[USSOCCERFOUMDATION. TRAFORM
=¥ S.MET/51038337TFA_3179=CGNRPAQO;

Follow the link, complete the training, and email the certificate to
recreation@gastonianc.gov. For questions, email Andy.Stahr@gastonianc.gov
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UPGOMING EVENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Phillips Community Center presents

Drills and Skills

6 week basketball training program
Boys & Girls ages 5-15

$40 Per Athlete

Player development to help improve:

. Ball Handling
. Shooting
. Defense

A4 at (704) 866.6851 or by emall at \

b nc.gov .
Slaseots ‘
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CIYIONEN phillips Community Center 2031 Echo Lane Gastonia, NC 28052
i . 1 EN




Gastonia Parks & Recreation
July 1- Aug. 1

YOUTH =
SPORTS

Volunteer Coaches Wanted

Register Here

Includes TEE BALL: AGE 5-6
jersey, hat, &
$60 \irrfin _
Games twice a week, Tuesdays & Thursdays.
FEE Fchdas COACH PITCH BASEBALL: AGE 7-8
jersey, hat, &
$65 socks.
Games twice a week, Mondays - Thursdays.
FEE Includes -i, BASEBALL: AGE 9-15
jersey, hat, &
$6 socks. :
Games twice a week, Mondays - Thursdays.
FEE ML A SOFTBALL: AGE 7-12
ersey, visor,
$60 QAT

Games twice a week, days to be determined.

FEE AT @ SOCCER: AGE 3-15
6

ersey, shorts &
socks. Games once a week, Saturdays for ages 3-6.
Games twice a week, days to be determined for ages 7-15.

E TR VOLLEYBALL: AGE 7-15

jersey & shorts

$60 \EIEILEL Games twice a week, Mondays, Wednesdays & Thursdays.

For more information, contact Tawanna.
Tawanna.Alston@gastonianc.gov / 704-866-6836

GASTONIA PARKS & RECREATION

X SOCCER

" GIRLS LEAGUE

GAMES AND PRACTICES WILL
BE ON WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS.

REGISTRATION FEE IS $60. FEE INCLUDES
SHORTS. SOCKS. & JERSEY.

FOR MORE INFORMATION. CONTACT TAWANNA.
TAWANNA.ALSTON®GASTONIANC.GOV J 70L-B66-6836

Il

OPEN GYM

PHILLIPS CENTER

WEDNESDAYS
~ 5:30PM-7:00PM

L'_up NO SIGNUPS  FREE PLAY
1 GB0H0 LADE GASTONIL D6 RB0ER

GASTONIA PARKS & RECREATION

Fag Foothall
Girls League

Registration Aug. 1 - Sept. 1

Volunteer

For ages 7-9,
Coaches Wanted

10-12, & 13-156
https:/[secure.recl.com/Nc/city-of-gastonia/catalog
Games and practices will be on
Tuesdays & Thursdays.
x Registration fee
is $45 and

includes a
O x jersey.

X
N
X O

Walker E. Reid Park - 1001 S. Marietta St., Gastonia, NC




UPGOMING EVENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Step Together. Stay Healthy.
Make Connections.

IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH
Walking can DOOST your energy,
strengthen your heart, and
support overall well-being,

EMJOY FRIENDSHIP
Maet new friends and enjoy
great conversations while
staying active,

SUPPORT YOUR WELL-BEING

Ft-u,.-c_rul.:r wn!klnl.] Can improve
mood, redece stress, and
halp you feel your best.

WHEN WHERE

Wednesdays Rankin Lake- Aduilte S04+
B:30am - 10am | Meet at Lake House

P2 JUNE - AUGUST £33N

If you plan to attend please call a day e 704-866-6848 -ll"ﬁ h ] IE;:.H Iua.-....

in advance to let us Know you are coming! Parks & Recreation Department




UPGOMING EVENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

SUMMER SENIOR TRlPs@

Indigo Iris Farms Grandfather Mountain 5 Carl Sandberg Home
Thursday, June 18th Thursday, July 30th Thursday, August 13th
535~ City B Departare: $am 535~ City Residents Ueparture: Sam S10- Residents Ueparture: $om
§40- Non- Eﬁdilg?dm Return: 3pm $40- ng.ém:hm Return: 6pm $“_H"m“_“'mw;::d G Return: 6pm
Opens April 15th Dwm!un: 15th Opens July 15th
Joi ut thehi.n of l the
‘[ I:n:‘lfaé?m rjiﬁ it flowers. w’% % WE: E te‘n“II.E!I.:I:WI'I;-dt;{r “c:ﬂ'
nw:dhqﬂn:hmﬂlnmﬂml Iy!i: nur

].tlm.'h at ﬂm Huu.u- Food HnlL
*Lunch Not Incladed In Cost®

*Registration Closes August 6th®

thnps.
*Lunch at Mildred u:l]ri'll Hut[u:lmlul in Cost®
*Registration Closes July 18th®

‘ *Lunch at Clover Horvest- Not Included in Cost®
*Registration Closes June 1st*




UPGOMING EVENTS AND i
OPPORTUNITIES

3 e =
™ Hope
Fest

COMMUNITY RESOURCES AN

September 12, 2026
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

[ FIRST UNITED
o2l 9 ||-|-[2L.2 MEEHODIST

CHUR RKING
T 190 €. ARl
TRANS ATION Gastonia, NC 28052

AVAILABLE!




BRADLEY COMMUNITY CENTER

1200 NORTH MODENA ST., GASTONIA, NC

**PLEASE NOTE LOCATION CHANGE FOR 2026**
Join us on the second Wednesday of every month for multiple
rounds of the classic BINGO game.

There will be refreshments, fun and of course, PRIZES!

2026 DATES

JANUARY 14 AUGUST 12
FEBRUARY 11 SEPTEMBER9

ADMISSION
MARCH11  OCTOBER 14

= - APRIL 8 **NO
MAY 13 BINGO IN

STONIAE JUNE10O  NOVEMBER**

Giwat Place. Great People, Great Promise, J U LY 8 D EC E |"|,-"| B E F{ 9
Parks & Recreation Department

w FREE %

For more information, please call (704) 866-6848 or (704) 866-6842.




UPGOMING EVENTS AT THE
SGHIELE MUSEUM

FREE
TUESDAYS -
powered by

2D TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH, 4 - 8 PM

RE TS Q
ENERGYR -5 prm

FREE TUESDAYS
2026 SCHEDULE

August 11 October 13
September 8 November 10
December 8




“¥'z«4 UPGOMING EVENTS AT THE
MUSEOM SGHIELE MUSEUM

o
SOcCIAt



https://www.schielemuseum.org/bug-day/

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
/j GASTON GOUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Gaston County Public Library and the
Gaston County Museum of Art and
Hlslory Present...

Gaston County Public LJhrar},r %
- Main Library
Carol K. Reinhardt u m e r
Auditorium
1555 E. Garrison Blvd

GAST[]N F'
Gastonia, NC 28056 COUNTY: E
704-868-2164, dial 2.

mfw-.?as.tonli brary.org * Co n sta b | e Bom umuflh other - NLW.

Turner in 1775 and John Constable in 1776 -
thesa great artists used landscape painting

Monday, August 3, 2026 ~ -Fzite
. 6:00 PlMl . l:mmhl:slmn'mmdlwesalmgadem

groundbreaking Tate Britain exhibition.
This showing is FREE to the public.

Unearth a Story Film Series
FREE SHOWING OF

INDIANA JONES AND THE TEMPLE

OF DOOM

Monday, August 10, 2026
6:00 p.m.

i : Gaston County Public Libra
Iﬂym"w Main Eibrary g
1555 E. Garrison Blvd.
Gastonia, NC 28054
704-868-2164, dial 2
www.gastonlibrary.org

es

/ Chords - .

0% / 6:15pm - 7:00pm

L J!‘.'_‘:‘ gy Group Jam Session

(:\ - Tuning
*A small amount of ukuleles will be available to Vallrs' ~
borrow. Ph that th gl ){ ;
limited and we strongly encourage you to bring J-.-q (&
your own instrument! A

Emad

uuuuuuuuuuuu




" UPCOMING EVENTS ATTHE
k>3 GASTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

UNDERGROUND GARDENING

Lets talk tubers, bulbs, corms, and
more. Learn what you can plant
now for harvesting or flowering in
the tuture.

All ages welcome

Saturday,
August 22,2026

11 AM
Gaston County Public Library

1555 E Garrison Blvd

Carol K Reinhardt
Auditorium

https://gastonlibrary.org

“NC State University promotes equal oppertunity and prohibits discrimination and harassment based upon one's race; color; religion
(including belief and non-belief); sex, including but not limited to pregnancy, childbirth or other related medical condition, parenting and
sexual harassment; sexual orientation; actual or perceived gender identity; age; national origin; disability; veteran status; or genetic
information.”

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, N.C. Cooperative Extension will honor requests for reasonable accommodations
made by individuals with disabilities. Please direct accemmodation requests to: Cynthia Gustashaw at eynthia_gustashawenesu.edu
Requests can be served more effectively if notice is provided ot least 10 days before the event,

J' [V S EXTENSION NS

7
Master Gardener | Gaston County */2
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