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UPCOMING EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

READ MORE (P.6)
A lot is happening in our community this July Check out
events and opportunities happening across the city. 

READ MORE (P.4)
Join Laurel East Community Watch for a special meeting on
July 6 to learn about the City's solicitation ordinances and
ask questions. Open to all A.C.E. communities.

READ MORE (PG. 2)

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT
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CELEBRATE THE FOURTH OF
JULY IN DOWNTOWN

GASTONIA

Join us in Downtown Gastonia on Friday, July 4, from
5:00 PM to 9:30 PM for an evening of family fun and
celebration!

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
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 4  OF JULY EVENTTH

Celebrate the Fourth of July with family and friends at Downtown Gastonia on Friday,
July 4, from 5:00 PM to 9:30 PM! This free community event will feature food trucks,
local vendors, live entertainment, a free KidsZone, and a fireworks show beginning
around 9:30 PM.

Enjoy live music from Bantum Rooster from 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM, with pre-recorded
music beginning at 5:00 PM and patriotic music accompanying the fireworks display.

A variety of food trucks, a beer garden, and family-friendly activities will make this a
fun evening for all ages. Be sure to bring your own lawn chair or blanket so you can
relax and enjoy the music and fireworks.
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 NEIGHBORHOOD 
INFORMATION SESSION

The Laurel East Community Watch is hosting a special meeting that is
open to all A.C.E. Recognized Communities, and you're invited to
attend. Join LECW on July 6 from 7:00–8:00 PM at Sherwood
Elementary School for an informational discussion with City Attorney
Eric Edgerton regarding the City's solicitation ordinances. 

The meeting will provide an opportunity to learn who is permitted to
solicit, the requirements for doing so legally, and the City's efforts to
clarify the current ordinances.

All neighborhood leaders and residents from all A.C.E. communities are
encouraged to attend and be part of the conversation.
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DON’T FORGET TO RSVP!

The Neighborhood Leader Forum is only two months away, and we hope
you'll join us! If you haven't already, don't forget to RSVP and reserve
your spot. We're preparing an exciting four-hour workshop designed
specifically for leaders of our A.C.E. Recognized Communities. 

You'll have the opportunity to connect with fellow neighborhood leaders,
hear from City staff, learn about valuable resources, and share ideas and
best practices with one another. Whether you're a new leader or have
years of experience, this forum is a great opportunity to build
relationships, strengthen your neighborhood, and work together toward
our shared goal of creating stronger, more connected communities.

To RSVP to this event please contact Karely.Chave@gastonianc.gov or
complete the following link: https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF 

https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF
https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF


5KEEP GASTONIA BEAUTIFUL
RAIN BARREL SALE

Keep Gastonia Beautiful, in partnership with the City of Gastonia Stormwater Division,
is offering discounted rain barrels this summer. Made in North Carolina from 100%
recycled plastic, rain barrels help conserve water, reduce stormwater runoff, and
provide a natural source of water for lawns and gardens.

Every purchase supports Keep Gastonia Beautiful's mission to create a cleaner, greener,
and more beautiful community. Pickup will be available at the Gastonia Farmers Market,
and you do not need to live in Gastonia to participate. The deadline to place online
orders is Monday, July 6 at 11:00 PM. Visit the link below to learn more and reserve
your rain barrel today: https://loom.ly/FSdGIck 

https://loom.ly/FSdGIck
https://loom.ly/FSdGIck
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 2026 CITIZENS’ 
ACADEMY GRADUATES 

Congratulations to the 2026 Municipal Citizens' Academy graduates, who were
recognized during the June 16 City Council meeting for successfully
completing this year's program.

Since January, these residents have dedicated their time to learning how local
government works, meeting the people behind the scenes who keep Gastonia
running, and gaining a deeper understanding of the services that impact our
community every day. From public safety and infrastructure to community
development and City operations, they now have firsthand knowledge of what
it takes to make Gastonia a great place to live, work, and play.

Are you interested in becoming a more informed and engaged citizen?
Residents and business owners are encouraged to apply for the 2027
Municipal Citizens' Academy and experience local government from the inside
out. We look forward to welcoming the next class of community leaders!



 GOGASTONIA FARE 
UPDATES BEGIN JULY 1 
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Beginning July 1, GoGastonia will implement updated fares to continue providing reliable,
convenient, and affordable on-demand transportation throughout Gastonia. The new one-
way fare will be $3.00, with a reduced fare of $1.50 available for eligible seniors and
individuals with disabilities. A small distance-based surcharge will apply to trips over five
miles.

Even with these updates, GoGastonia remains one of the area's most affordable
transportation options, offering a safe and convenient way to get to work, appointments,
shopping, and more.
Whether you're running errands or traveling across town, GoGastonia continues to
provide an affordable transportation option for our community. 
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As we continue to experience dry conditions, the City of Gastonia and Two Rivers
Utilities (TRU) are asking all customers to help conserve water by following the current
Stage 2 Mandatory Water Restrictions. 

Small changes in our daily habits can make a big difference in protecting our
community's water supply. Under Stage 2 restrictions, outdoor watering is limited to
two designated periods each week:

Tuesday, 8:00 PM through Wednesday, 8:00 AM
Saturday, 8:00 PM through Sunday, 8:00 AM

Additional restrictions include:
Residential vehicle washing using city water is prohibited.
Residential pressure washing of homes, sidewalks, and driveways is prohibited.
Ornamental fountains and ponds may not be filled unless necessary to support
aquatic life.

The good news is that some activities are still allowed, including using drip irrigation
and soaker hoses, watering with hand-held containers, and filling or topping off
swimming pools.

Please note that fines for violations are now being enforced:
First violation: Warning
Second violation: $100 fine
Third violation: $250 fine

Thank you for doing your part to conserve water! For additional questions  customers
may contact the Two Rivers Utilities Customer Care Center at 704-866-6714 or email
droughtinfo@tworiversutilities.com.

STAGE 2 MANDATORY WATER
RESTRICTIONS REMAIN IN EFFECT

tel:7048666714
mailto:droughtinfo@tworiversutilities.com
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1 9UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM

FREE TUESDAYS
2026 SCHEDULE

July 14
August 11
September 8

October 13
November 10
December 8
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MUSIC UNDER THE STARS: PINK FLOYD’S “DARK SIDE OF THE MOON 
FRIDAY, JULY 24, AND SATURDAY, JULY 25, 6 PM, 7:30 PM, AND 9 PM

Sit back and enjoy this talented band cover Pink Floyd's "Dark Side of the Moon",
with their music set to 360-degree psychedelic graphics under the planetarium

dome. $35 museum members / $40 general public

SATURDAY, SATURDAY, JULY 25, 1 & 2 PM
Watch as hot and cold collide in thrilling demonstrations featuring

temperature, reactions, and surprising transformations. 
$3 with the purchase of museum admission   

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM



2 1UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
GASTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

https://gastonlibrary.org/Calendar.aspx?EID=8113&month=7&year=2026&day=30&calType=0
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