
NEWSLETTER

UPCOMING EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

READ MORE (P.5)
A lot is happening in our community this May. Check out
events and opportunities happening across the city. 

READ MORE (P.4)
The A.C.E. Movie-in-a-Box kit provides everything you need
for a fun, free outdoor movie event. Reserve your date
soon, spots are filling up fast!

READ MORE (PG. 2)

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT
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NEW ENCODEPLUS PORTAL
NOW LIVE

Easily search city ordinances, zoning, and development
regulations all in one place.

HOST A NEIGHBORHOOD
MOVIE NIGHT



EXPLORE CITY ORDINANCES WITH
THE NEW ENCODEPLUS PORTAL

 The City of Gastonia’s new EncodePlus portal is now live and offers a more user-friendly
and interactive way to access important information. This online tool makes it easy to
search and navigate the City’s Code of Ordinances and Unified Development Ordinance
(UDO) all in one place. Residents, businesses, and visitors can quickly find information
related to general city regulations, traffic codes, public services, business regulations, and
more.

The portal also includes detailed development regulations, such as zoning requirements,
subdivision guidelines, signage standards, and other key information related to growth
and development within the city.

Designed to be accessible and easy to use, the EncodePlus portal helps simplify the
process of finding the information you need—whether you’re exploring city rules, planning
a project, or just looking to stay informed.

Check out the new portal today and experience a more convenient way to navigate
Gastonia’s regulations. For questions email planning@gastonianc.gov.
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 CINCO DE MAYO FESTIVAL
MAY 3  RD

Join us for a fun and vibrant Cinco de Mayo Festival, open to the entire
community! This family-friendly event is a great opportunity to come together
and celebrate culture, music, and traditions in a lively and welcoming
atmosphere.

Enjoy a variety of food trucks, unique vendors, and cultural experiences that
highlight the richness and diversity of the celebration. Whether you’re coming for
the food, the music, or simply to spend time with family and friends, there’s
something for everyone to enjoy.

Bring the whole family and spend the afternoon with us from 12:00 PM to 6:00
PM.

Location: Rotary Centennial Pavilion
111 N. South St., Gastonia, NC 28052



 HOST A MOVIE NIGHT WITH
MOVIE-IN-A-BOX

Looking for a fun and easy way to bring your
neighbors together? The City of Gastonia’s Alliance
for Community Enrichment (A.C.E.) Movie-in-a-Box
program offers recognized neighborhoods the
opportunity to host their own outdoor movie nights
for completely free.

The kit includes everything you need for a successful
movie night, including a screen, projector, Blu-ray
player, and speakers. It’s a great way to create a
welcoming space for neighbors to connect, relax,
and enjoy time together.

As part of the A.C.E. program, Movie-in-a-Box is
designed to support community-building and
encourage neighborhoods to host engaging events
right where they live.

Reservations are filling up quickly, so be sure to
secure your date soon. To reserve the Movie-in-a-
Box, contact Karely Chavez at
Karely.Chavez@gastonianc.gov 
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CALL FOR ARTISTS: GREENWAY
MURAL PROJECT

 The City of Gastonia Arts Committee is now accepting artist submissions for the
Lineberger Park Greenway Sidewalk Mural Pilot Project, a highly visible public
art installation aimed at helping connect the greenway to downtown.

This exciting opportunity not only brings creative expression to a key community
space but also helps build a roster of artists for future mural projects across the
city. Upcoming projects may include sidewalks, crosswalks, and other public
areas.

Artists interested in contributing to Gastonia’s growing public art scene are
encouraged to apply and be part of shaping the city’s visual landscape.
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TAKE A STEP BACK IN TIME ON SATURDAY,
MAY 2, 11 AM – 2 PM
EXPLORE OVER 400 YEARS OF INDIGENOUS
HISTORY, CULTURE, AND SURVIVAL WITH A
SPECIAL PRESENTATION IN THE SCHIELE’S
HISTORIC CATAWBA VILLAGE. 
GENERAL PUBLIC - $3 WITH THE PURCHASE
OF MUSEUM ADMISSION / MUSEUM
MEMBERS – FREE

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 10 AM – 4 PM
GEAR UP FOR A DAY OF SCALES AND TAILS AS

WE CELEBRATE ALL THINGS HERPETOLOGY! 
MEET LOTS OF AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES,

AND LEARN THROUGH EXCITING ACTIVITIES,
GAMES, AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS. 

$8 MUSEUM MEMBERS / $20 GENERAL PUBLIC
(GET DISCOUNTED TICKETS IN ADVANCE.)

   

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM

FRIDAY, MAY 22, 8 - 10 PM
VISIT THE JAMES H. LYNN PLANETARIUM FOR
A SPECIAL FRIDAY EVENING ASTRONOMY
PRESENTATION. 
WATCH A PLANETARIUM SHOW AND VIEW THE
NIGHT SKY WITH MUSEUM TELESCOPES! 
$8 MUSEUM MEMBERS / $10 GENERAL PUBLIC
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FREE TUESDAYS
2026 SCHEDULE

May 12
June 9
July 14
August 11

September 8
October 13
November 10
December 8
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We’re excited to announce the first-ever Neighborhood Leader Forum, bringing
together leaders from all recognized neighborhoods for a special opportunity to
connect, collaborate, and learn from one another.

This forum will focus on one shared goal: building stronger, more connected
neighborhoods together. It will be a chance to share ideas, discuss challenges,
celebrate successes, and explore ways we can continue supporting each other and
our communities.

To RSVP to this event please contact Karely.Chave@gastonianc.gov or complete
the following link: https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF 

https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF
https://seam.ly/DJC5UcGF
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