
NEWSLETTER

UPCOMING EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

READ MORE (P.6)
A lot is happening in our community this November.
Check out events and opportunities happening across
the city. 

READ MORE (P.4)
The new COG TRU-Fix app is available now to report
potholes, water leaks, downed trees, damaged signs, and
more, right from your phone. 

READ MORE (PG. 2)

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT

November 2026

WELCOME NEW COMMUNITIES Join us in welcoming the newest A.C.E. Recognized
Communities. We’re excited to have them join the
program! 

COG TRU-FIX IS HERE
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WELCOME TO THE A.C.E. PROGRAM
We’re excited to welcome Sundance Village HOA and Fairhaven Place as
the newest A.C.E. Recognized Communities, officially recognized at the
October 20 City Council meeting!

We look forward to working with both communities to encourage resident
engagement, build connections, and create more opportunities for
neighbors to come together. Through the A.C.E. program, we hope to
provide helpful resources and support activities that help strengthen
relationships and build a greater sense of community.



A.C.E. MATCHING GRANT
APPLICATIONS OPEN
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The A.C.E. Matching Grant application is now open! Recognized Communities that have been
officially recognized for at least six months are eligible to apply for funding to support projects
that improve and strengthen their neighborhoods.

Eligible projects can focus on:
Physical Improvements – landscaping, signage, or beautification
Neighborhood Identity – projects that build community pride
Public Safety – projects that promote safer, more connected neighborhoods
Environmental Projects – cleanups, green spaces, or sustainability
Community Building Events – activities that bring neighbors together

Applications must be completed online by December 11, 2026  to be eligible for consideration.

Apply for the A.C.E. Matching Grant: https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/fa/Grantapplication

Have questions or need help with your application? Reach out to Karely Chavez, Neighborhood
Program Administrator, at Karely.Chavez@gastonianc.gov or 704-866-6907.

https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/fa/Grantapplication
mailto:Karely.Chavez@gastonianc.gov
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COG TRU-FIX IS HERE

Reporting non-emergency City issues just got easier! The COG TRU-Fix app is now live and
available for download through the Apple App Store and Google Play. See a pothole, water
leak, downed tree, damaged sign, or another issue that needs attention? TRU-Fix lets you
report it directly from your phone and helps get it to the right City team.

With the app, you can:
Report non-emergency issues
Pinpoint the location
Add photos to your request
View nearby requests

Download the app by searching “Gastonia TRU-Fix” in the Apple App Store or Google Play.
You can also submit requests through the City’s website by selecting the “I Want To – Report”
tab. No need to wonder who to call. TRU-Fix makes it easier to report issues and help keep
Gastonia moving!
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LEAF SEASON

Gastonia’s free loose leaf vacuuming season runs through February 15!
Before piling your leaves near the curb, please help crews by keeping them:

Away from storm drains 
Clear of mailboxes, vehicles, and other obstacles
Accessible for the large vacuum hose 

Looking for another way to get rid of your leaves? You can drop them off at
the Duke Street Recycling Center, 3175 Duke Street, or lease a $60 yard
waste cart for weekly pickup. 

Check out the City’s interactive Leaf Map to see current collection areas,
what’s coming next, and how many trucks are on the route.

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/237e10fb980c4643a6f869e462be61f2/


CITIZENS’ ACADEMY
APPLICATIONS OPEN 
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Ready to learn more about the city you call home and meet the people who
help make Gastonia a great place to live, work, and play? 

The Municipal Citizens’ Academy is a great way to get an inside look at your
local government and connect with City leaders and staff. The Academy runs
from January through June and meets every other Monday from 6:00 to 8:00
PM. Dinner is provided at each session!

Grab a friend and sign up today by completing the Interest Form. We’d love
to have you join us!

https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/submissions/CO25011000571635358


HUDSON BLVD TREE
CANOPY REFRESH 
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Twenty years ago, Keep Gastonia Beautiful helped plant more than 2,000 trees
throughout Gastonia, including along the Hudson Boulevard median. Now, it’s time
for a refresh!

The City recently completed a professional assessment of 458 sites including 384
trees, 33 stumps, and 41 potential planting sites between Davis Park Road and
Robinwood Road to identify maintenance needs, recommended removals, and
opportunities for new plantings. With support from a grant provided through USDA
Forest Service Urban & Community Forestry Grant from the North Carolina Forest
Service, Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, this project aims to
create a healthier, more diverse and resilient tree canopy for the future. 

The goal is simple: care for the trees we have, replace trees when
necessary, and invest in the long-term beauty and health of
Hudson Boulevard.

Follow to stay up to date on our progress:https://www.gastonianc.gov/school-
resources#nc-forest-service-grant   

https://www.gastonianc.gov/school-resources#nc-forest-service-grant
https://www.gastonianc.gov/school-resources#nc-forest-service-grant
https://www.gastonianc.gov/school-resources#nc-forest-service-grant
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PEACE CREW FALL EVENTS  
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PEACE CREW FALL EVENTS  



1 1UPCOMING EVENTS AND
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Join us Saturday, December 5 from 8–9 AM at Rankin Lake for breakfast,
holiday fun and a visit with Santa! ❤️ Tickets are $9 per person and must be

purchased in advance. Space is limited, so grab yours soon!

COME AND TAKE A FREE
FAMILY PICTURE WITH
SANTA ON SATURDAY,

DECEMBER 5 FROM 10AM TO
12PM! BRING YOUR OWN

CAMERA!

https://www.eventeny.com/events/breakfast-with-santa-33557/
https://www.eventeny.com/events/breakfast-with-santa-33557/
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 10 AM - 2 PM
Enjoy a day packed with geology - the science of the earth beneath our feet! 

Rockhounds of all ages can enjoy geo-presentations, Q&A with geologists, and hands-on
activities.

Included with the purchase of admission

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM

OPEN DAILY STARTING BLACK FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27 & INCLUDED WITH MUSEUM ADMISSION
What happens when Santa Claus and his friends meet the dinosaurs? Trouble is coming to

town! Enjoy this limited-time holiday experience – and your last chance to tour Dino
Safari.

https://www.schielemuseum.org/geology-rocks/
https://www.schielemuseum.org/holidays
https://www.schielemuseum.org/holidays
https://www.schielemuseum.org/holidays
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