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UPCOMING EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

READ MORE (P.5)
A lot is happening in our community this Fall! Check out
events and opportunities happening across the city. 

READ MORE (P.4)
 Eligible Recognized Communities may apply for matching
grant funds for community projects.  Learn more and apply
today! 

READ MORE (PG. 2)

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT
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THANK YOU A.C.E.
NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERS!

Thank you to all the A.C.E. leaders who joined us for our
first Neighborhood Leader Forum! We appreciate you
taking the time to learn, share ideas, and connect with
fellow neighborhood leaders.

MATCHING GRANT
APPLICATION OPEN
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THANK YOU A.C.E.

NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERS!
Thank you to all of the A.C.E. community leaders who joined us for our
first Neighborhood Leader Forum! It was a great opportunity to connect,
learn from City staff, share ideas, and hear what is happening in
neighborhoods across Gastonia.

We appreciate everyone who took the time to participate, ask questions,
share experiences, and help make the forum a success. Your commitment
to your neighborhoods plays an important role in building stronger, more
connected communities.

We are excited to continue these conversations, support our neighborhood
leaders, and work together to make the A.C.E. program even stronger.
Thank you for all you do for your neighbors and your community! 



GASTONIA FALL FESTIVAL
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Come out to downtown Gastonia on Saturday, October 17 from 3:00 PM -
7:00 PM! There will be food trucks, live music, vendors, entertainment, a
free KidsZone with mechanical rides, inflatables, and carnival games with
prizes. Please bring your own lawn chair and/or blanket to sit and enjoy the
music! 



A.C.E. MATCHING GRANT
APPLICATIONS OPEN
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The A.C.E. Matching Grant application is now open! Recognized Communities that have been
officially recognized for at least six months are eligible to apply for funding to support projects
that improve and strengthen their neighborhoods.

Eligible projects can focus on:
Physical Improvements – landscaping, signage, or beautification
Neighborhood Identity – projects that build community pride
Public Safety – projects that promote safer, more connected neighborhoods
Environmental Projects – cleanups, green spaces, or sustainability
Community Building Events – activities that bring neighbors together

Applications must be completed online by December 11, 2026  to be eligible for consideration.

Apply for the A.C.E. Matching Grant: https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/fa/Grantapplication

Have questions or need help with your application? Reach out to Karely Chavez, Neighborhood
Program Administrator, at Karely.Chavez@gastonianc.gov or 704-866-6907.

https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/fa/Grantapplication
mailto:Karely.Chavez@gastonianc.gov
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BLACK GOLD SALES

What Is Black Gold?

Black Gold consists exclusively of ground compost from leaves collected
from Gastonia residences and municipal properties.
It contains no dyes, artificial fertilizers, or additives.

KGB’s Black Gold is almost exclusively leaf and maybe some yard clippings,
which makes for good nutrients that when mixed with soil, slowly release
their nutrients back to plants. It is a wonderful amendment and can reduce
or eliminate the need for chemical fertilizers. 

NO DELIVERIES AVAILABLE! Help us prevent litter... Bring a Tarp to Cover
Your Load! All funds go toward KGB’s beautification efforts.



CITIZENS’ ACADEMY
APPLICATIONS OPEN 
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Ready to learn more about the city you call home and meet the people who
help make Gastonia a great place to live, work, and play? 

The Municipal Citizens’ Academy is a great way to get an inside look at your
local government and connect with City leaders and staff. The Academy runs
from January through June and meets every other Monday from 6:00 to 8:00
PM. Dinner is provided at each session!

Grab a friend and sign up today by completing the Interest Form. We’d love
to have you join us!

https://gastonianc.seamlessdocs.com/ng/submissions/CO25011000571635358
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Halloween is a great opportunity to get to know your neighbors! Along
with traditional trick-or-treating, consider hosting a neighborhood block
party or outdoor movie night to bring everyone together and make the
evening extra fun.

A few simple safety tips can help make the night safer for everyone. 

Keep walkways and driveways well lit
consider moving trick-or-treating activities toward the top of
driveways where there is better visibility
Keep an eye out for children, neighbors, and vehicles as everyone
enjoys the evening

Want to host a neighborhood event? A.C.E. Recognized Communities can
reserve the Block Party Trailer and Movie-in-a-Box for free, as long as
equipment is available. Contact Karely Chavez for more information or
for help planning your next neighborhood event!

Have fun, stay safe, and enjoy Halloween together! 

MAKE HALLOWEEN A
NEIGHBORHOOD EVENT

mailto:Karely.chavez@gastonianc.gov
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PEACE CREW FALL EVENTS  
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PUBLIC NOTICE
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KEEP GASTONIA BEAUTIFUL’S FALL FIREWOOD SALE IS COMING TO
FERGUSON PARK!

Stock up for those cool fall evenings around the fire — and let us do
the heavy lifting! Come early, because when it's gone, it's GONE!

$60 for an entire truckload
CASH ONLY

Ferguson Park — 1401 Golf Course Drive
8–10 a.m.

Parks & Recreation staff will load your truck!
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 6 – 8 PM
STEER your way to The Schiele’s Farm for an UDDERly delightful after-hours event with

Keepsake Brewery! Taste locally brewed beer (chocolate milk for the kids) while you enjoy
live music and animal interactions. 

Advance tickets: $8 museum members / $10 general public; Day of event: $13 per person

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Witness mad science experiments and enjoy nocturnal animal encounters while you delve

into nature's mysteries through unforgettable seasonal fun. 

Advance tickets: $12 Museum Members / $15 General Public; Day of event: $18 per person

https://www.schielemuseum.org/moos-and-brews
https://www.schielemuseum.org/booseum/
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FREE TUESDAYS
2026 SCHEDULE

October 13
November 10
December 8
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