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UPCOMING EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

READ MORE (P.6)
A lot is happening in our community this October!
Check out events and opportunities happening across
the city. 

READ MORE (P.4))
Laurel East Community Watch is hosting a Candidates
Forum on Tuesday, October 14 at 7 PM at Sherwood
Elementary. Open to all neighborhoods!

READ MORE (P.2)

ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY
ENRICHMENT
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GASTONIA FALL FESTIVAL Come celebrate the Fall season with the City of Gastonia!
Enjoy an afternoon filled with live music, local vendors,
carnival rides, delicious food, and fun for the whole family.
It’s a community tradition you won’t want to miss!

CANDATES FORUM 
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Come out to downtown Gastonia on
Saturday, October 18 from 3:00 PM -

7:00 PM! There will be food trucks, a beer
garden, live music, vendors,

entertainment, a free KidsZone with
mechanical rides, inflatables, and carnival

games with prizes. *Please bring your
own lawn chair and/or blanket to sit and

enjoy the music**

GASTONIA FALL FESTIVAL 
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CELEBRATING GOOD
NEIGHBOR DAY

At the most recent City Council meeting, the Mayor presented a
proclamation recognizing Good Neighbor Day 2025.
Representatives from Laurel East Community Watch and Bethesda
Oaks HOA were present to accept the proclamation alongside
Karely Chavez, Neighborhood Program Administrator. 

This recognition highlights the important role that community
leaders and residents play in looking out for one another and
building stronger, more connected neighborhoods.

Thank you to all of our A.C.E. recognized communities for your
continued efforts to make our city a welcoming place to call
home!
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CANDIDATES
FORUM 

The Laurel East Community Watch is
sponsoring a Candidates Forum for those
running for Gastonia City Council. This
important event will take place on
Tuesday, October 14, at 7:00 PM at
Sherwood Elementary School, 1744 Dixon
Road, Gastonia, NC 28054.
Attendees are encouraged to arrive early
to ensure the forum can begin promptly.

The forum provides residents with an
opportunity to hear directly from
candidates, ask questions, and learn more
about their priorities for our city. It’s a
valuable way for the community to
engage in the democratic process and
ensure all voices are heard. While the
event is hosted by Laurel East Community
Watch, everyone is invited—all
neighborhoods and community members
are welcome to attend. Events like this
highlight the role that community-led
efforts play in strengthening civic
engagement and giving residents a
platform to connect with their leaders.

Mark your calendars and join your
neighbors in learning more about the
future of Gastonia.

📌 Reminder: This year’s City Council
election will be ward voting only, with the
exception of Ward 4, which will be elected
citywide.

Use pull quotes to
give readers a visual
break. It an be used

to highlight key
points or serve as a

graphic element.

CANDIDATES IN
ATTENDENCE: 

WARD 1:
WALTER JAMES
HART JR. 
DEMETRIOUS
KOUTSOUPIAS
ADAM OLIVIERI 

WARD 2:
KATHY BOSWELL
TERESA CONNOR-
GREENE
GLENN
SILVERMAN 

WARD 4:
ANGELA DREHER 
CHERYL
LITTLEJOHN 

WARD 5:
CLARK SIMON 
JENNIFER M.
STEPP 



HALLOWEEN IN OUR
NEIGHBORHOODS

Halloween is a fun time of year when
our neighborhoods come alive with
creativity, laughter, and plenty of sweet
treats. It’s a wonderful tradition that
gives families a chance to get outside,
connect with neighbors, and create
lasting memories.

Community events like Halloween don’t
have to be overly complicated to be
meaningful. Sometimes the simplest
efforts such as setting out pumpkins,
decorating your yard, or handing out
candy from the front porch—are what
make the evening memorable. Some
neighborhoods even take it a step
further by organizing group activities
like a costume parade, a shared treat
table, or a cozy fire pit where neighbors
can gather. These small touches bring
people together and remind us of the joy
in connecting with those who live
nearby.

5

Here are a few ways your neighborhood
can help make Halloween both safe and
successful:

Organize group trick-or-treating –
encourage kids to go in groups for
added safety and fun.
Slow it down – remind neighbors
and visitors to drive carefully and
watch for children.
Keep pets safe – remind residents
to secure pets indoors to avoid
accidents with costumed visitors.
Encourage reflective costumes –
add reflective tape, glow sticks, or
light-up props to costumes so
children are more visible after dark.
Encourage community
communication – use your
neighborhood’s email list or
Facebook group to share trick-or-
treat hours, safety reminders, and
fun plans ahead of time.
Share the spirit – not everyone
hands out candy, but neighbors can
participate by decorating, waving to
trick-or-treaters, or sitting outside
to enjoy the atmosphere.
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APPLICATIONS EXTENDED UNTIL OCT. 15  TH!



1 2UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
SCHIELE MUSEUM

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 6 – 8 PM
TASTE LOCALLY BREWED BEER (CHOCOLATE MILK FOR THE KIDS) WHILE YOU ENJOY LIVE MUSIC

AND INTERACT WITH THE ANIMALS. ALL AGES WELCOME!
ADVANCE TICKETS: $10 MUSEUM MEMBERS / $12 GENERAL PUBLIC, DAY OF EVENT: $18 PER

PERSON

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 4 - 8 PM
CELEBRATE A NOT-TOO-SCARY HALLOWEEN AT THE SCHIELE. 

TRICK-OR-TREAT ALONG THE NATURE TRAIL, ENJOY A FESTIVE BONFIRE, CARVE TURNIPS, AND
HUNT FOR BIGFOOT! 

ADVANCE TICKETS: $10 MUSEUM MEMBERS / $12 GENERAL PUBLIC, DAY OF EVENT: $18 PER
PERSON

STEER YOUR WAY TO THE SCHIELE’S FARM FOR AN UDDERLY DELIGHTFUL AFTER-
HOURS EVENT WITH KEEPSAKE BREWERY. 
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1 4UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
GASTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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GASTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 



1 6UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE
GASTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 



1 7UPCOMING EVENTS
AND OPPORTUNITIES


