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The City of Gastonia GHDC Staff and the Gastonia Historic District Commission (GHDC) review completed 

applications	and	issue	Certificates	of	Appropriateness	(COA)	for	requests	for	tree	removal.	Tree removal, 

whether dead or diseased or for other reasons, all need COA applications filled out, reviewed and 

approved before removal. There	are	three	general	tracks	the	application	can	go	through	for	review:	A,		B,	or	C.

Step	1.	An	application	for	a	Certificate	
of	Appropriateness	(COA)	for	tree	
removal is submitted to GHDC staff

Applicant	may	appeal	the	decision	to	the	
Board	of	Adjustment

COA	Issued

COA	with	
Conditions Issued

COA	
Denied

 � Project	is	placed	on	the	agenda	for	
review

 � Notices are mailed to property owners 
within	200	ft	of	the	subject	property

 � Applicant	and	representatives	appear	
at the GHDC Public Hearing with staff 
presenting	project.

 � After	deliberation	based	on	standards	&	
situation the Commission will make one of 
the following decisions:

Gastonia Historic District 
Commission (GHDC) 

Public Hearing

THE DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS: TREE REMOVAL
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